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Q ingdao, famous around the globe for its 
eponymous beer, is, to butcher another 
brand’s slogan, probably the nicest place 

in China. You needn’t chug too much of the 
stuff to find this city alluring. Sandy beaches 
and verdant hills, beguiling colonial architecture 
set against a contemporary skyline – rarely, in 
China or anywhere, does the traditional and the 
modern get on so gracefully. And best of all, 
Qingdao’s enviable coastal setting means the air 
is constantly cool and clear, with a refreshing 
ocean breeze in the sticky months.

But beauty is only skin-deep, as they say. 
No matter. Dig deeper and you’ll discover 
fascinating colonial heritage at every turn. 
German settlers have left an indelible mark on 
the metropolis with their Bavarian cookie-dough 
coloured churches and mansions, and of course, 
the Qingdao Beer Factory, China’s world famous 
brew with over 100 years of history. 

Every August, it’s party time as the city 
welcomes revellers from across the globe for 
its International Beer Festival. And with all the 

delicious seafood, regional Chinese and 
international cuisine on show, there are 
plenty of chances to soak up the booze and 
keep going into the small hours.

The eyes of the world turned to Qingdao in 
2008 as it successfully hosted the Olympic 
Sailing Regatta. Today the Olympic Sailing 
Center still stands out as the jewel in the crown 
of Fushan Bay, formerly an industrial shipyard 
and now the gleaming home of Qingdao’s ‘new 
CBD’ - space-age towers and malls framed 
against a postcard-perfect bathing beach.

Qingdao’s natural resources, coupled with its 
chilled-out, international vibe, have made it one 
of the most desirable places to live in China. The 
city boasts some bling urban real estate, like 
the villas of leafy Badaguan, China’s answer to 
Beverley Hills. But you can still keep it real with 
the locals over a plate of steaming chili clams 
(ga la in the regional dialect) at lively eateries 
across town. Paired with a few jars of freshly 
brewed beer, it remains the quintessential 
Qingdao experience.
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Qingdao Beer Museum
Pijiu Jie (Beer Street) must be the 
only street in the world that’s lined 
with beer bottle shaped benches. For 
good reason – this is the home of the 
original Qingdao Brewery, established 
by thirsty Germans over 100 years ago. 

Visitors can take a tour through the 
old red brick brewery buildings, with 
dioramas depicting how the beer 
was once brewed. Keep an eye 
out for the century-old motor 
by the Siemens Company 
that reportedly still works 
– that’s precision German 
engineering for you.

 A series of exhibits tells 
the story of the growth of the 
Qingdao brand around the world; 
one gallery is devoted to the evolution 
of the Qingdao beer label designs over 
the ages; another shows the dozens of 
countries that the beer is exported to. 
And did you know Qingdao makes a 
stout? Us neither. The Japanese legacy 
of the company is also touched upon 
in one exhibit. During the Japanese 
occupation the brewery also produced 
Asahi, Kirin and Sapporo for a time. 
They must have liked to drink – bottles 
on display from the period are two 
litres in size.

Sightseeing is thirsty work, of 
course, so your ticket includes two 
glasses of Qingdao; the first, halfway 
along the tour, is what they call 
‘raw’ – pure, unadorned beer with 
no processing. Packed with malty 
flavour, you can even taste the Laoshan 
spring water it’s brewed with if you 
have a keen palate. Here you can also 
purchase the kitschiest of souvenirs to 

collect later– your photo put on to 
a Qingdao beer label. 

After a dash through the 
modern bottling plant, and a 
stagger through the ‘Drunken 
House’, a room with angles 
guaranteed to make you feel 

like you’ve had one too many, 
you’ll finish up at the main 

beer hall, where another glass of 
Qingdao, filtered and ready for sale, is 
waiting for you. If you didn’t love the 
stuff already, you will now. 
56 Dengzhou Lu, Shibei District (0532 
8383 3437)
Admission: 60 RMB

German Governor’s 
Residence
In the days of the German Concession, 
this brownstone, Bavarian-chic mansion 
was where the Governor General and 

his entourage called home. Set in 
elegantly landscaped grounds on a 
hill overlooking the city, it’s the best 
place in town to get a feel for what 
high society life in German-controlled 
Qingdao must have been like.

Opened as a museum in 1997, most 
of the residence’s original fixtures and 
fittings remain intact. As you wander 
the grand rooms, try to picture those 
early moustachioed aristocrats living it 
up in high style. Over the years, many 
Chinese notables have also checked 
into these majestic grounds, including 
the likes of Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, 
and Deng Xiaoping.

The modern baroque interior 
abounds with playful details. Observe 
the glazed tile fireplaces in each room, 
the coloured glass chandeliers, quirky 
grandfather clocks, wonderful glass 
atrium, and imposing grand piano with 
its solid ivory keys. And be sure to ask 
your guide to point out the crafty spy 
hole through which the governor could 
assess guests seeking an audience. 

For refreshment, stop by at the 
lovely little coffee shop beside the exit 
for lattes and cakes.
26 Longshan Lu, below Xinhao Hill 
Park (0532 8288 9888)
Admission: 20 RMB (English audio 
guides and tour guides available)

See

Left: The red-roofed 
German villas of 
Qingdao 
Middle: Qingdao 
Protestant Church 
Right: Qingdao hosts 
several regattas in its 
waters
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Zhanqiao Pier
A retro-modern icon of the city (have 
a look at the label on a bottle of 
Qingdao), the Zhanquiao Pier is a 
magnet for visitors, who stroll out 
towards the octagonal pavilion at the 
pier’s end for fresh air, fun and great 
views of the city. Looking back towards 
the shore, you can drink in the whole 
of Qingdao Bay – green hills, soaring 
skyscrapers, red-roofed German villas 
and the twin spires of St Michael’s 
Cathedral. The pier dates back to 
1891, and has been extended several 
times over the years to its current 
length of 440 metres. At low tide, 
locals and visitors alike grab nets and 
buckets to scour the rocks along the 
shore for crabs and other goodies. 
39-41 Taiping Lu, Shinan District 
Admission: Free

Qingdao Protestant 
Church
Built in 1908, this charming church 
occupies a prime perch on a hill 
overlooking the ocean. Designed in 
ostentatious Bavarian style like a 
medieval castle, its 40-metre tall bell 
tower chimes out across the city every 
Sunday; services here recommenced in 

1980, and the church hall holds up to 
1,000 worshipers. Visitors can puff up 
the steps to the tower for views out to 
sea and to marvel at the old-fashioned 
clock mechanism, still keeping perfect 
time. A great wedding photo backdrop, 
you’re guaranteed to find a few young 
couples posing for the cameras.
15 Jiangsu Lu, Shinan District
Admission: Free

Qingdao Olympic Sailing 
Museum 
On the site of the 2008 Olympic 
Sailing Village, this high tech museum 
commemorates the city’s proud hosting 
of the Olympic Regatta. Inside you can 
get up close with several boats used in 
the competition, including the signed 
sailboard of Chinese female windsurfer 
Juan Yin, who raced to gold in 2008, 
China’s first ever sailing medal.

A host of costumes and props 
from Beijing’s jaw-dropping opening 
ceremony are also on show, together 
with a set of Olympic medals, and 
displays charting the history of the 
full Olympic sailing programme right 
back to its inaugural outing in London, 
1908. 121A Aomen Lu, Shinan 
District, Fushan Bay Area (0532 6656 
2015

Copthorne Hotel – In the 
heart of the CBD, this hotel 
features all the modern 
conveniences and comforts 
you’d expect from the brand. 
Snag an east-facing room on 
the upper floors for sea views, 
and be sure to make use of 
the excellent indoor pool, spa 
and fitness centre. 
28 Xianggang Zhonglu, 
Shinan District
(0532 8668 1688)

InterContinental Qingdao 
– Overlooking the Olympic 
Sailing Village at Fushan Bay, 
this five star seafront hotel 
was built for the event in 
2008, and remains the city’s 
most stylish accommodation. 
For ultimate summer fun, 
book an ‘Aqua Room’, 
complete with private wood-
panelled balcony boasting a 
sunken hot tub, luxurious sun 
loungers and ocean views. 
The Wildfire Restaurant grills 
up the city’s best steaks and 
seafood in its showpiece open 
kitchen.
98 Aomen Lu, Shinan 
District, Fushan Bay Area 
(0532 6656 6666)

Seafood is what’s it all about 
in Qingdao. Clams, crabs, 
shrimp, oysters, crayfish 
and more, either steamed, 
grilled or stir-fried with 
myriad accompaniments, 
but you can usually count on 
plenty of shallots and garlic. 
Pichai Yuan, in the old town 
of Qingdao, is a warren of 
narrow alleys hawking all 
kinds of fresh seafood and 
other snacks, including some 
rather bizarre eats (grilled 
starfish, anyone)? Whatever 
your catch of the day, it’s 
customary to wash it down 
with a few glasses of draught 
Qingdao, which, you might 
not be aware, can be bought 
as takeout from most places 
for a few yuan. Not in a bottle 
mind you, but a plastic bag. 
Awesome. 

Stay

eat


